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America's
beaches, perfect small towhs,
greatest thril l ridesr
SUMMER STARTS HERE
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4 EDITOR'S LETTER
The va lue  o f  a  s imp le  mea l

:flfr} BUDGETTRAVEL.COM
Zoo babies: They're just l ike us!

'-flffi 20 TIPS

1{S TRIP COACH
A D.C.  coup le  i s  head ing  to  Dub l in  on  a  las t -
minute two-day tr ip. At the top of their to-do
l is t :  having a Guinness pul led in a real  l r ish pub

#,T WHERE NEXT
F{AppY ffitffiT$.tffiAY, ALA$KAI The 49th state
celebrates i ts 5oth year with countless deals
X#S$ FUru Ll$T The most daring new adventures,
from tug-of-war with a tiger to the fastest coaster
#M Tl4ffi ${SffifiH#ru Move over, Tuscany: Germany's
Zabergau val ley is emerging as Europe's next
great region for authentic food and culture
WMAT ST## ffiLJYS Hh$.". Tokyo, Japan

2 Budget  Trave l

PY HOW TO TRAVEL NOW
TffiAVffiE- Tffif;r.f We break down the best
smartphone applications for every travel need
##FdFff iSSl#hS$ #F...  A r iver-raft ing guide

trXTff i ,&g HXTff iAI Hotels pi le on the perks

PA#${fi*'{ffi I-i lST Lightweight, innovative, and
total ly styl ish gear that 's perfect for the beach

SS ROAD TRIP
#ruffi*TANK ffi$f;,APH$ Seven easy weekend-
worthy road t r ips that  wi l l  take you a wor ld
away-even i f  you' re st i l l  c lose to home

?1 REAL DEALS
All exclusive packages just for BT readers
(again!) .  San Francisco,  l ta ly ,  Peru,  and more

P#$ TRUE STORIES

SX BUDGET TRAVEL UPGRADE
Parents-to-be from Chicago get a bird's-eye
view of the Grand Canyon, courtesy of BT
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UNITED STATES
Alaska ,t"$
Ar izona

Grand Canyon N.P. SH
Cal i fo rn ia

Joshua Tree N.P.  $S
Valencia t r f f

F l o r i d a
Tampa l lH

Georg ia
Lake Rabun SS

H a w a i i
M a u i  3 #

Massachuset ts
P l u m  l s l a n d  S 7

M i s s o u r i
Great  R iver  Road 37

New Jersey
Long Beach ls land $4

O h i o
Mason .H*

Tennessee
Nashv i l le  . t i l

Texas
Tyler 4

Wash ing ton
W h i d b e y  l s l a n d  S S

INTERNATIONAL
Aust ra l ia

D a r w i n  3 3
Cayman ls lands  {1S
France

Loire Val ley ${S
Germa ny

Nurburg  * *
Zabergdu . to$

l r e l a n d
Dub l in  T f , ;

J a m a i c a
Ocho Rios "l?.i l , $x!

J a p a n
Tokyo ff$

Mex ico
T u l u m  7 $

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m
London ,ff,*

V i e t n a m - 4 "  Y $

For  loca t ions  in
"Dest ina t ion  Food, "  see
pp.  46-55 .  For  Rea l
Deals,  see pp. 71-77.
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down the stairs, waited trnt i l  she was

through, and carr ied her back up. That 's

wlrat I call serviceITedBender. Allen. lex.

TF$AT GHSTURH IS FOR YOUR \MIFE

At a resorf in India, I  had to look in the

pi l lowcase to see i f  there was any pi l low

at al l .  The next d"y I  met a cleanint lady

in the hal l .  Laneuaqe had been a barr ier,

so I qestr-rred for an extra pillow by point-

inq at the bedroom and puttinq my h.rnds

toqether trext to rny head as if lying on a

bed. 
' fhe 

woman screamed, " l  clear-r inq

lady!" and ran off.  My wife pointed out

the obvious: " l  thinl< you just proposi-

tioned her." James Duttn, Haslett, Mich.

A  N E W  K I N D  O F  A M E R I C A . N  I D O L

After a clirr-rb on the Great Wall or,rtside of

Reij inq, I  stopped to rest and a yott l tq

Chir-rese couple approachecl rne r,vitl 'r a

camera.  I  thotrqht  they would ask me

to take their picture, but they wanted to

have their pictr-rre tal<en with me. Within

minutes a crowd qathered. People thrust

babies into my arnls, qrandparents

flanl<ed rc, vounq farnilies posed'uvitl-r

me, and we all sn-riled for tl 're catnera. I

was .r rock star! Wher-r or,rr Chinese qr-ride

final ly cleared away the crowd, I  asked

her, "What just happened?" She told n-re

that I  was the incarnation of qood ' ; ' t
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