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Hit the Road!

Hidden beaches, perfect small towns,
America’s greatest thrill rides—
SUMMER STARTS HERE
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+ EDITOR’S LETTER

The value of a simple meal

10 BUDGETTRAVEL.COM
Zoo babies: They're just like us!

20 TIPS

5 TRIP COACH
A D.C. couple is heading to Dublin on a last-
minute two-day trip. At the top of their to-do
list: having a Guinness pulled in a real Irish pub

‘1 WHERE NEXT
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ALASKA! The 49th state
celebrates its 50th year with countless deals

2009 FUN LIST The most daring new adventures,
from tug-of-war with a tiger to the fastest coaster

ON THE HORIZON Move over, Tuscany: Germany's
Zabergau valley is emerging as Europe's next
great region for authentic food and culture

WHAT $100 BUYS IN... Tokyo, Japan

2 Budget Travel

27 HOW TO TRAVEL NOW
TRAVEL TECH We break down the best
smartphone applications for every travel need

CONFESSIONS OF... A river-rafting guide
EXTRA! EXTRA! Hotels pile on the perks

PACKING LIST Lightweight, innovative, and
totally stylish gear that’s perfect for the beach

55 ROAD TRIP

ONE-TANK ESCAPES Seven easy weekend-
worthy road trips that will take you a world
away—even if you're still close to home

71 REAL DEALS

All exclusive packages just for BT readers
(again!). San Francisco, Italy, Peru, and more

/8 TRUE STORIES

22 BUDGET TRAVEL UPGRADE
Parents-to-be from Chicago get a bird's-eye
view of the Grand Canyon, courtesy of BT

UNITED STATES
Alaska 21
Arizona

Grand Canyon N.P. 92
California

Joshua Tree N.P. 3

Valencia 2
Florida

Tampa 22
Georgia

Lake Rabun
Hawaii

Maui 22
Massachusetts

Plum Island 37
Missouri

Great River Road 3
New Jersey

Long Beach Island
Ohio

Mason 22
Tennessee

MNashville 22
Texas

Tyler 34
Washington

Whidbey Island 3

INTERNATIONAL
Australia
Darwin 2
Cayman |slands 6¢
France
Loire Valley 5S¢
Germany
Nurburg 22
Zabergau 24
Ireland
Dublin 1€
Jamaica
Ocho Rios 2:
Japan ;
Tokyo 25 ]
Mexico
Tulum
United Kingdom
London 22
Vietnam 4,

For locations in
"Destination Food,"” see
pp. 46-55. For Real
Deals, see pp. 71-77.
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down the stairs, waited until she was
through, and carried her back up. That’s
what I call service! Ted Bender, Allen, Tex.

THAT GESTURE IS FOR YOUR WIFE
At aresort in India,  had to look in the
pillowcase to see if there was any pillow
at all. The next day I met a cleaning lady
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in the hall. Language had been a barrier,
so | gestured for an extra pillow by point-
ing at the bedroom and putting my hands
together next to my head as if lying on a
bed. The woman screamed, “I cleaning
lady!” and ran off. My wife pointed out
the obvious: “I think you just proposi-
tioned her.” James Dunn, Haslett, Mich.

@ A NEW KIND OF AMERICAN IDOL
After a climb on the Great Wall outside of
Beijing, | stopped to rest and a young

Chinese couple approached me with a

camera. | thought they would ask me
to take their picture, but they wanted to
have their picture taken with me. Within
minutes a crowd gathered. People thrust
babies into my arms, grandparents
flanked me, young families posed with
me, and we all smiled for the camera. |
was a rock star! When our Chinese guide
finally cleared away the crowd, I asked
her, “What just happened?” She told me

that I was the incarnation of good >




