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You don’t need to stay on
the tourist trail to enjoy
Ho Chi Minh City. Check
out 10 of its hidden charms

P BB KFVespa
- BEH FHAEHER

Enjoy a leisurely ride
around the cityon a h

classic ltalian Vespa®=_s :
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Vietnam Cookery Centre

362/8 Ung Van Khiem Street

Binh Thanh District

+84 8 3512 1491

B H} : vietnamcookery@expat-services.com

www.vietnamcookery.com

Caravelle Cooking Class

Caravelle Hotel»19 Lam Son Square,

District One

+84 8 3823 4999
www.caravellehotel.com
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Tour the market for -
ingredients, then learn t 1 1
cook Vietnamese cuisine
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www.helenehagemansfineart.com/

artdiscoverytours
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Phong Tra Ca Nhac (Khong Ten)

147bis Hai Ba Trung Street

District Three

+84 8 3827 3778
www.phongtrakhongten.com
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Join a nostalgic local == -
crowd at a phong tra —
(tea salon) performance
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Watch the food fly at Com
Nieu Saigon Restaurant
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Cathay Pacific Airways
flies twice a day to
Ho Chi Minh City
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Com Nieu Saigon Restaurant

6C Tu Xuong Street District Three

+84 8 3932 6388

B0 EF10REmR E100F - BEREITAIM

BRABRE
MRS LHERIERS  BEWREEATEES ES-EALFE309EM L7 2MHEF106
M8 TR e i S - “FXARMEER ETF o8
iERed Door Decolft FA Wi 1969fEINEZEH  La Maison de L' Apothiquaire
H L LY B RS 28 WIS 64A Truong Dinh Street District Three
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Mercedes 190S°
Red Door Deco
20A Thi Sach Street,
District One
+84 8 3825 8672
www.reddoordeco.com
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A chauffeur will drive you
to Red Door Deco store
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Hotel Majestic

1 Dong Khoi Street District One

+84 8 3829 5517
www.majesticsaigon.com.vn
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Thin Hair Salon

241 Hai Ba Trung Street District Three
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Relax in a colonial setting
at the Hotel Majestic
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+84 8 3829 7326
www.thinhairsalon.com
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48 Nguyen Hue

+84 8 3829 8934
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http://minhkhoa-f.com/collection m

> TOP SECRETS

1. HIT THE ROAD

Morning city tours on vintage Vespas
stop at cafés and places of interest.
www.vietnamvespaadventure.com

+84 90 738 7901
www.exotissimo.com, +84 8 3827 2911

2. KNOW YOUR GREENS

Chefs at the Vietnam Cookery Centre
and five-star Caravelle Hotel provide
market tours and cookery courses.
Vietnam Cookery Centre, 362/8

Ung Van Khiem Street, Binh Thanh
District, +84 8 3512 1491
www.vietnamcookery.com

Caravelle Cooking Class,

Caravelle Hotel, 19 Lam Son Square,
District One, +84 8 3823 4999
www.caravellehotel.com

3. TAKE THE GUIDED TOUR

Art consultant Helene Hagemans pro-
vides tours of galleries, museums and
studios and offers advice on purchases.
www.helenehagemansfineart.com

4. ENJOY THE NOSTALGIA

Visita phong tra (tea salon), an intimate,
live music venue where Vietnamese
singers perform nostalgic tunes from
the 1950s to the 1970s.

Phong Tra Ca Nhac (Khong Ten),

147bis Hai Ba Trung Street, District
Three, +84 8 3827 3778. Daily gpm-
midnight, www.phongtrakhongten.com

5. BE DRIVEN TO DISTRACTION

Vintage furniture and objet store Red
Door Deco will chauffeur you to its
premises in one of two 1969 US Army
Jeeps or its 1954 Citroén Traction.
Traditional French spa La Maison de
L'Apothiquaire also offers complimen-
tary transfers in two vintage cars, a1959
Peugeot 203 or 1954 Mercedes 190S.
Red Door Deco, 20A Thi Sach Street,
District One, +84 8 3825 8672
Mon-Sat, 8:30am-7pm, Sunday
10am-5pm, www.reddoordeco.com

La Maison de L’Apothiquaire,

64A Truong Dinh Street, District
Three, +84 8 3932 5181. Daily 8:30am-
9pm, www.lapothiquaire.com

6. SAMPLE REALLY FAST FOOD
Watch a bizarre ritual as your waiter
smashes clay pots and hurls the food past
bemused diners before it’s deftly caught
on a plate by another waiter, tossed in the
air and brought to your table.

Com Nieu Saigon Restaurant,

6C Tu Xuong Street, District Three,
+84 8 3932 6388. Daily 10am-10pm;
reservations recommended.

7. TOAST A BYGONE ERA

Beside the Saigon River, the French-
built Hotel Majestic oozes Old World
colonial charm. Enjoy an evening cock-
tail at the elegant Catinat Lounge.
Hotel Majestic, 1 Dong Khoi Street,
District One, +84 8 3829 5517
www.majesticsaigon.com.vn

8. GO OUT IN STYLE

Ho Chi Minh’s celebrities swear by Thin
Hair Salon where stylists can tease your
tresses into coiffed 1960s glamour.
Thin Hair Salon, 241 Hai Ba Trung
Street, District Three, +84 8 3829 77326.
Daily 9am-8pm; bookings essential at
weekends, www.thinhairsalon.com.

9. BARGAIN HUNT IN CHINATOWN
Enjoy authentic Chinese cuisine, bus-
tling markets and colourful pagodas.
Top tip: go to Tran Hung Dao Street,
District Five (Cholon). Take a taxi from
downtown and go early in the morning.

10. GET STITCHED UP

Celebrated haute-couture designer Minh
Khoa offers handmade prét-a-porter
wedding gowns and traditional-style
ao dai dresses.

48 Nguyen Hue, +84 8 3829 8934
www.minhkhoa-f.com/collection
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